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A Changing Target
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Opportunities for Advocacy

1. Overdose 
prevention

2. Supply prevention

3. Primary 
prevention

4. Supporting 
treatment
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▪ Fentanyl testing strips + distribution

‒ Cost of ~$1 per strip

‒ Can be used in all drugs, not just heroin

‒ 80% of people alter their drug use behavior 

Overdose Prevention
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Supply Prevention – Disposal Support

▪ Pharmacy-level 
disposal of 
medications

▪ Home disposal 
options
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▪ Increased prosocial after-school options, 
particularly for at-risk youth

Primary Prevention
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▪ Increased prosocial after-school options, 
particularly for at-risk youth

▪ Look upstream: prevent drug sequencing 

Primary Prevention
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Gateway Drug?
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▪ Increased prosocial after-school options, 
particularly for at-risk youth

▪ Look upstream: prevent drug sequencing 

‒ Flavor ban for vape products

‒ Public health campaigns for both nicotine 
vaping and THC/Marijuana use among youth

▪ Stigma reduction efforts

Primary Prevention
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▪ Support healthcare integration
‒ Bring 42 CFR Part 2 in-line with HIPAA

▪ Support creation of MAT options for 
Medicaid and/or unfunded patients
‒ Untenable or undesirable reimbursement rate 

for many providers

‒ End-stage of the disease

Treatment
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Thank You!


